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Alabama’s Early Intervention System

Faculty

• Understand the purpose, nature and
score of Alabama’s Early Intervention
System.

• Be able to define who is eligible for 
AEIS.

• Understand how to use a simple early
intervention checklist to help identify
potential infants and toddlers for 
referral to AEIS.

• Be able to complete an AEIS referral.
• Be able to access additional AEIS 

resources.

Objectives History of Early Intervention

• 1975:  Public Law  94-142

“Free Appropriate Public Education”
for all children.

• 1986:  Public Law 99-457

Grants for states to serve birth to 5
population.

History of Early Intervention

• 1990:  Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act Full Implementation.

• 1992, 1997:  Reauthorization of IDEA

2004:  Continuous Focused 
Monitoring of IDEA programs in 
Process -- available on website at 
www.rehab.state.al.us/ei

Major Themes

Family Centered Care

• Supports and Services for Family

• Family Members are Decision 
Makers

Individualized

• Based on Family’s Need and 
Resources

• Culturally Sensitive & Flexible
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Major Themes

Community-Based

• Services provided in “Natural 
Environments” including home and

community settings

• Services provided through 65 
community service providers

Organization

•  Lead Agency - Alabama Department
of Rehabilitation Services

• Governor’s Interagency 
Coordinating Council (ICC)

• 7 District Coordinating Councils 
(DCC)

• District EI Coordinators

Child Find
System for locating potentially eligible
infants and toddlers.
May be identified through:
Family Concern
• Suspected delay observed by 

professional - medical setting --  
case manager, home visitors, other
settings

• Diagnosed condition -- Fetal alcohol
syndrome, Down syndrome, 
metabolic disorders, etc.

Referral Process

Process of linking families with the
system

• Made by family or professional

• Made within two working days

• 1-800-543-3098

• 1-866-450-2838 En Español

• Voluntary on behalf of the family

Evaluation and Assessment

• Determines eligibility

• Determines service needs

• Conducted in 5 domains:

– Cognitive

– Physical (+ vision and hearing)

– Communication

– Adaptive Behavior

– Social/emotional

Evaluation and Assessment

• Conducted by 2 qualified 
professionals

• Uses 2 procedures

• Conducted within 45 calendar days
of referral date
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Eligibility for Early
Intervention

• Under age 3

• Delay = or greater than 25% in one 
or more domains

• Diagnoses of certain conditions

Individual Family
 Service Plan

• Background information
• Present level of development
• Family strengths, resources and 

support
• Family defines priorities and 

concerns
• Family defined goals to enhance 

child’s development
• Program information
• Transition plan

Early Intervention Services

• Assistive technology 
devices/services

• Audiology
• Family training, counseling, home 

visits
• Nursing
• Health services (not purely medical)
• Occupational Therapy
• Physical Therapy
• Psychological Services

 EI Services
• Service Coordination

• Social Work

• Speech/Language Pathology

• Vision

• Transportation and related costs

• Nutrition

• Interpreter Services

Transition

• Transition plan to IFSP

• Discussions and training regarding 
future placements

• Contact with Local Education 
Agency at 30 months of age

• Family and Education Agency 
conference 90 days prior to age 3

Six Month
Developmental Milestones

Red flags that might need further
investigation:

Self-Help:

• Keeps hands tightly fisted with the 
thumb in the palm; does not play 
with hands or hold a toy in hands; or
does not transfer toys hand to hand.
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Six Month
Developmental Milestones

Self-Help:
• Does not focus on a toy or maintain

eye contact with the toy moving it 
side to side.

• Is slow taking a bottle and has a 
good amount of milk loss.

• Does not like taking a bath, playing 
in water, cuddling, or having a spoon
or toys in his mouth.

Six Month
Developmental Milestones

Red flags that might need further
investigation:

Physical:

• Demonstrates stiffness and may be 
difficult to diaper.

• Is floppy and can not sit well in a 
high chair.

Six Month
Developmental Milestones

Physical:

• Cannot move on the floor to get to a
toy.

• Does not play with feet and hands.

• Does not tolerate lying on his tummy.

• Is not taking weight on legs.

Six Month
Developmental Milestones

Red flags that might need further
investigation:
Communication:
• Cooing.
• Vocalizing two different sounds.
• Smiling.
• Showing awareness of people when

they speak to the child.
• Playing with a rattle.

Twelve Month
Developmental Milestones

Red flags that might need further
investigation:
Self Help:
• Has difficulty using hands for tasks 

such as stacking blocks or rings, or
holding a cup or bottle.

• Does not play familiar games such as
peek-a-boo, or patty cake.

Twelve Month
Developmental Milestones

Self Help:
• Is not taking solid foods or is not 

finger feeding.
• Does not like being barefoot, 

crawling on carpet, or having messy
food on hands.
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Twelve Month
Developmental Milestones

Red flags that might need further
investigation:
Physical:
• Is unable to get from lying down to 

sitting and sit independently.
• Cannot pull to stand.
• Is not cruising around furniture with

feet flat.
• Is not moving forward on hands and

knees.

Twelve Month
Developmental Milestones

Red flags that might need further
investigation:

Communication:

• Babbling.

• Attempting to imitate sounds and/or
words.

• Attending to pictures in a book.

Twelve Month
Developmental Milestones

Communication:

• Waving in response to “bye-bye”.

• Participating in games with adults 
such as peek-a-boo or pat-a-cake

• Interacting with objects without 
mouthing or banging them.

Eighteen Month
Developmental Milestones

Red flags that might need further
investigation:

Physical:

• Is not walking independently.

Eighteen Month
Developmental Milestones

Red flags that might need further
investigation:

Communication:

• Saying at least 5 words all on his 
own.

• Communicating either verbally or by
using gesture to you his 
wants/needs.

Eighteen Month
Developmental Milestones

Communication:
• Shaking his head “no”.
• Naming at least one object frequently

(i.e., “ball”).
• Following simple commands (i.e., 

“wave bye-bye”, “give me a kiss”, 
“get your cup”).

• Pointing to two or three body parts 
on his own when named.


